The scope of politics is broader than that of government, which is restricted to the activities of state officials.

The nation-state exists if there is the exercise of sovereignty; the population has rights and duties as citizens, and there is a shared sense of nationalism. 
Most societies purport to be democratic in the limited sense of rule by the people. 
Authoritarianism and democracy are contrasting ideal-types and there is an additional distinction between participative democracy and representative democracy. 
Liberal democracy triumphed over communist societies because of its association with capitalism’s ability to create wealth, the clamour for greater openness in a globalized society and the provision of more information through mass communications and the Internet.

Despite the apparent triumph of liberal democracy, there are still undercurrents of discontent with the political process. 

The global spread of democracy coexists with the paradox of voter apathy, cynicism and low participation. Turnout in the UK general election dropped below 60 per cent in 2001. 
There is a crisis of national government because of the limitations of geographical scope. In short, borrowing from Daniel Bell, it is at once too small and too large for the problems which most concern people. 
New Labour’s ‘third way’ politics can be seen to comprise: 

(a) 
more dynamic restructured government;

(b) 
strengthening of civil society;

(c) 
a mixed economy with a mix of regulation and deregulation;

(d) 
welfare reform;

(e) 
sustainable economic development;

(f) 
international regulation of global affairs.

Social movements come in a variety of forms: the American civil rights movement, feminism, pro-life activists. Some refer to more recent manifestations as new social movements and believe them to be a direct symptom of the paradox of democracy – people are cynical about politicians but not politics. 
Gellner argues the line that nationalisms are largely created during industrialization. Smith takes more of a ‘continuity’ line, making the link between nations and their earlier ethnie, or ethnic communities. 
As nations have diverged from earlier ethnies, we are left with the phenomenon of nations without states, such as the Basques, the Chechnyans and Kashmiris. These tend to relate to their nation-state hosts in different ways. Guiberneau suggests three types:

(a) 
limited cultural autonomy (UK);

(b) 
regional political autonomy (Quebec, Flanders);

(c) 
forcible denial of recognition (Tibetans, Kurds, Palestinians).

There are clear tensions between centralization and decentralization caused by the globalization of politics. 

While some groups hark back to earlier local identities to resist globalization, there is a list of groups aspiring to nation-state status. 

Terrorism has its roots in the French Revolution. There is a distinction between old-style and new-style terrorism, the former characterized by limited territorial disputes and limited local organization, the latter by global scope, global ambitions and global recruitment. 

