The environment qualifies as a sociological issue by virtue of the fact that (a) natural disasters affect people in unequal ways – poor individuals and poor countries are more vulnerable – and (b) many environmental threats are in part the result of human behaviour and sociology makes sense of that human behaviour. 
Humans have had a long-standing interaction with nature through the centuries. Since the emergence of agriculture, humans have been altering the landscape, but it was only with the onset of modernity that the balance of influence shifted from nature to humanity. In the contemporary period environmental ecology has become of concern to us all, and may involve substantial social adjustments. 
Though now viewed as overly pessimistic, the ‘limits to growth’ movement was responsible for the current concern with sustainable development, the notion that growth should limit physical despoliation and recycle the maximum amount of natural resources. 
Some of the threats to the environment are air pollution from industrial and domestic sources, water pollution (especially in the developing world) and the very tangible impact of solid waste, 85 per cent of which goes to landfill in England and Wales.

Three examples of renewable resources that are being depleted are water, soil and wood. The main issue with the former is its equitable location and distribution. In the second case, intensive farming threatens to lead to desertification, already affecting large areas of the world. The third is perhaps the best publicized – the phenomenon of deforestation as a result of commercial logging. This has a double significance as the forests constitute not just a stock of resources, but provide a home for species that contribute to the earth’s biodiversity. 
Two features of the risk society have worldwide reach. The first is global warming, itself more popular shorthand for the greenhouse effect caused by the build-up of certain gaseous emissions in the earth’s atmosphere. Potential side effects of this are rising sea levels, new deserts, famine and increasingly unpredictable climatic conditions. 
The second example is the controversy over the use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs). Opponents of this speculative technology have invoked ‘the precautionary principle’ in their opposition to its initial rapid development. 
